2-3-201. Legislative intent -- liberal construction. The legislature finds and declares
that public boards, commissions, councils, and other public agencies in this state exist to
aid in the conduct of the peoples’ business. It is the intent of this part that actions and
deliberations of all public agencies shall be conducted openly. The people of the state do
not wish to abdicate their sovereignty to the agencies which serve them. Toward these
ends, the provisions of the part shall be liberally construed.

History: En. Sec. 1, Ch. 159, L. 1963; R.C.M. 1947, 82-3401.

2-3-202. Meeting defined. As used in this part, "meeting" means the convening of a
quorum of the constituent membership of a public agency or association described in 2-3-
203, whether corporal or by means of electronic equipment, to hear, discuss, or act upon
a matter over which the agency has supervision, control, jurisdiction, or advisory power.

History: En. 82-3404 by Sec. 2, Ch. 567, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 82-3404; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 183, L.
1987.

2-3-203. Meetings of public agencies and certain associations of public agencies to
be open to public -- exceptions. (1) All meetings of public or governmental bodies,
boards, bureaus, commissions, agencies of the state, or any political subdivision of the
state or organizations or agencies supported in whole or in part by public funds or
expending public funds, including the supreme court, must be open to the public.

(2) All meetings of associations that are composed of public or governmental bodies
referred to in subsection (1) and that regulate the rights, duties, or privileges of any
individual must be open to the public.

(3) The presiding officer of any meeting may close the meeting during the time the
discussion relates to a matter of individual privacy and then if and only if the presiding
officer determines that the demands of individual privacy clearly exceed the merits of
public disclosure. The right of individual privacy may be waived by the individual about
whom the discussion pertains and, in that event, the meeting must be open.

(4) (a) Except as provided in subsection (4)(b), a meeting may be closed to discuss a
strategy to be followed with respect to litigation when an open meeting would have a
detrimental effect on the litigating position of the public agency.

(b) A meeting may not be closed to discuss strategy to be followed in litigation in
which the only parties are public bodies or associations described in subsections (1) and
(2).

(5) The supreme court may close a meeting that involves judicial deliberations in an
adversarial proceeding.

(6) Any committee or subcommittee appointed by a public body or an association
described in subsection (2) for the purpose of conducting business that is within the
jurisdiction of that agency is subject to the requirements of this section.

History: En. Sec. 2, Ch. 159, L. 1963; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 474, L. 1975; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 567, L. 1977,
R.C.M. 1947, 82-3402; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 380, L. 1979; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 183, L. 1987; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 123,
L. 1993; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 218, L. 2005.
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2-3-211. Recording. Accredited press representatives may not be excluded from any
open meeting under this part and may not be prohibited from taking photographs,
televising, or recording such meetings. The presiding officer may assure that such
activities do not interfere with the conduct of the meeting.

History: En. 82-3405 by Sec. 4, Ch. 567, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 82-3405.

2-3-212. Minutes of meetings -- public inspection. (1) Appropriate minutes of all
meetings required by 2-3-203 to be open shall be kept and shall be available for
inspection by the public.

(2) Such minutes shall include without limitation:

(a) date, time, and place of meeting;

(b) a list of the individual members of the public body, agency, or organization in
attendance;

(c) the substance of all matters proposed, discussed, or decided; and

(d) at the request of any member, a record by individual members of any votes taken.

History: En. Sec. 3, Ch. 159, L. 1963; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 567, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 82-3403.

2-3-213. Voidability. Any decision made in violation of 2-3-203 may be declared void
by a district court having jurisdiction. A suit to void a decision must be commenced
within 30 days of the date on which the plaintiff or petitioner learns, or reasonably should
have learned, of the agency's decision.

History: En. 82-3406 by Sec. 5, Ch. 567, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 82-3406; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 211, L.
2007.

2-3-221. Costs to plaintiff in certain actions to enforce constitutional right to know.
A plaintiff who prevails in an action brought in district court to enforce the plaintiff's
rights under Article I1, section 9, of the Montana constitution may be awarded costs and
reasonable attorney fees.

History: En. 93-8632 by Sec. 1, Ch. 493, L. 1975; R.C.M. 1947, 93-8632; amd. Sec. 39, Ch. 61, L.
2007.
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